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ABSTRACT

Each ethno-religious conflict in Nigeria sends so many people fleeing from their homes and to loss of material
possessions. Survivors flee from the areas never to return again while some others come back to start life all over again
having lost all their lives’ possessions. All such exoduses are accompanied by human capital flights and material capital
flights that would have gone into development investments in the affected areas. This paper examines these conflicts and
their costs to the victims and economies of the areas in which they occur, and their impacts to national unity and
integration. The paper finds that the various ethno-religious conflicts in the country especially in the north-east and the
north- central geopolitical zones in Nigeria are caused by crises of identity on the parts of the migrant settler populations
who lack ethnic identities and therefore adopt religious identities in their areas of domicile; and that the crises would
continue in all regions in the north with indigenous ethnic minorities until the ethnic minorities disengage themselves from
the domination of the migrant settler populations. The paper recommends that the end to these ethno-religious conflicts lies
in the abandonment of religious extremism and approval of inter-religious marriages between members of the various
religious faiths in the country; and a stop to challenging indigenous customary and traditional practices; respect for
constituted traditional authorities; and a stop to vying for traditional and political positions by settler elements in their areas

of domicile.
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